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COMPETITORS: Trainers and horses are featured in
the documentary about the Kenlucky Derdy.

Going nose-to-nose for
a ‘First Saturday’ finish

Of the 40000 thorough-
bred horses born in the U.S,
each year, only 20 will ever
make It to the EKentucky
Derby, the race that's been
described as “the most ex-
citing two minutes In
sports.”

“The First Saturday in
May," a documentary open-
Ing Friday at Laemmle's
Sunset 5 in West Hollywood,
follows the competition
leading to the 2006 race at
Churchill Downs through
the eyes of six tratners and
thelr horses.

“When people tune into
horse racing. they tune into
Derby Day,” says John Hen-
negen, who directed the film
with his Drother Bmad,
“They se¢ a couple of train-
ers, But we wanted to put a
face on people who don't
make the headlines, They
don't make a lot of money,
but they love horses. It's all
they know and for a reason
— they love it.”

The brothers shot more
than 500 hours of footage
and traveled more than
150,000 miles during the 16

months leading to the Ken-
tucky Derby.

Among those profiled is
Michael Matz, who trained
Barbaro, the 2006 Kentucky
Derby champ. Tragedy
struck weeks later when the
animal suffered a devastat-
Ing leg injury in the Preak-
ness. After battiing through
numerous surgeries, Barba-
o finally succumbed in
early 2007. “First Saturday™
Includes footage of Barbaro
in December 2008, just be-
fore his health deteriorated.

“He was doing well,” says
Brad Hennegen, “He was &
smart horse and not overdo-
Ing it. Then he took o down
tum. ... It was too much for
him*

The brothers have
pledged 25% of box office
revenue of Truly Indie — the
company releasing the film
— to Grayson-Jockey Ctub
Reésearch Foundation, the
woridwide leader in equine
research.,

“We always wanted to
give something back,” John
Hennegen says,
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Morning briefing

By LARRY STEWART

Hecan | mwsss—
pick up  Allin the family

the check ¥ necpmrpnume

The gverage price of gaso-
line in 1959 was 304/ cents

As the master of ceremo-
nies at the Los Angeles Ath-
letie Club's John B. Wooden
Award dinner at a downtown
hote! Friday night, Hawkins
sald to award (Inalist and top
NBA prospect DJ. Augustin of
Texas: “You'll probably spend
that much on lunch.”

Asgustin, who was a bit
lost for words, saki: *1 prob-
ably will.”

Trivia time
Pat Summitt, the Ten-
nessee women's basketball
coach who was honored st
Priday night's dinner, was
co-captain of the 1576 US.
Olympic toam. Who was the
coach of that team?
)
He couldn’t bluff
. f thi JUSt a week off
his way out of this
¢ “The First Saturday in
Tyler Hansbrough of North | May.” a documentary about
Carolina won the Wooden ¢ the Kentueky Derby, beginsa
award, which : run Friday at Leemmie’s Sun-
was present-  © 8615 in Los Angeles.
edbyformer :  And there's & new beok out
Lakers  titled, “First Sunday in Aprikt
" coach,gen-  © The Masters,” One problem,
cral manager : though, The final round of the
and prest- Masters slmost alwatys falls on
dent Bill . the second Sunday of the
But first : .
Mmub?wgh onme achal : e —
withemeee  : Trivi
Hawkins on the podium, who rl'lVla answer
among other things asked i
whetherhehad :  Former UCLA coach Billie
ever been kidded about being  © Moore, who Friday night pre-
from Pine Bluff, Mo, sented Summitt withthe
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